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The first edition of Ionis Thompson's book achieved instant cult status among intrepid travelers on

publication some fifteen years ago. Now with updated directions and maps, and the crucial addition

of GPS coordinates, this slim but essential handbook will encourage a fresh generation of desert

trekker to explore further the lovely wadis, sand dunes, and ancient sites of Saudi Arabia's desert.
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Ionis Thompson: Ionis Thompson, a long-term resident of Saudi Arabia, spent a considerable

amount of time exploring the desert around Riyadh and beyond. A key figure in regional desert

exploration, she charted her discoveries and led countless expeditions substantially expanding the

small pool of practical knowledge that existed up until publication of the first edition of this travel

classic. Today she is retired and lives in the UK, but maintains a close interest in the Middle East.

She is the secretary of the Society of Arabian Studies.
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